
Instrumental lessons available from specialist Visiting Music Teachers

• Violin
• Viola
• Cello
• Double Bass*

• Piano
• Organ*
• Flute*
• Clarinet

• Oboe*
• French Horn*
• Trumpet*
• Cornet*

• Trombone*
• Euphonium
• Tuba^
• Saxophone*

• Guitar*
• Bass Guitar*
• Drum Kit*

• Orch. Percussion
• Voice
• Theory of Music

* Junior pupils and above       ^Senior pupils and above

Music for all at BGS

Instrument 
hire available



The details
Who will my child be taught by?
Instrumental lessons are taught by specialist visiting music teachers (VMTs). The parental agreement for instrumental 
lessons is arranged directly with the VMT. The VMTs will invoice parents directly for lessons. Further details regarding 
the Parent-VMT Agreement are available from the Performing Arts Administrators. 

How long are instrumental lessons and when do they take place?
Lessons last either 30 or 45 minutes, dependent on your child’s level, and are timetabled on rotation throughout the 
school day.

How much do lessons cost (per half-hour lesson)? 
Individual lesson: £18.75
Shared lesson*: £12.25 
*Shared lessons are dependent on whether there are two children of a similar standard. 

Short individual taster lessons can sometimes be arranged on request. 

How do I hire an instrument?
Instruments may be available to hire from the School’s stock upon request. However, it may be beneficial in the longer 
term to consider purchasing your child an instrument of their own. 
Instrument hire: £35 per term

Further details can be found in the enclosed letter. However, if you have any questions please get in touch with our 
Performing Arts Administrators at <pacadmin@bgs.bristol.sch.uk>



 

April 2019 
 

 
Dear Parents / Carers,           
      Application Form: http://tinyurl.com/Instrumentallessons 
 
Bristol Grammar School believes that learning an instrument is of immense benefit to a child’s social, 
emotional and intellectual development. As well as the joy that playing a musical instrument can bring, 
there are benefits to pupils’ self-esteem and self-discipline.  
 
The Music Department endeavours to involve as many pupils as possible at all levels, performing exciting 
and stimulating music of all genres. If your son or daughter does not already learn an instrument, we will 
strongly encourage them to do so.  
 
Infant and Junior School  
Children in Years 1 and 2 will already receive group violin lessons as part of their music education but they 
may also apply for additional individual or shared lessons in a range of instruments for an extra charge. 
 
Children in our Junior School Orchestra, String Group, Infant Choir and Junior Harmony Choir have the 
opportunity to perform regularly at special events such as the Carol Concert and Prize Giving, and all 
children are invited to be a part of our Performing Arts Day, MADD Evening (Music, Art, Dance and Drama), 
and regular Teatime Concerts.  
 
Senior School 
If your son or daughter already learns an instrument we will try to find a place within one of our existing 
groups or, if demand requires, we can form new groups.  
 
The School offers over twenty small and large ensembles: inclusive ensembles such as BGS Senior 
Orchestra, two Jazz Big Bands, BGS Choir, and Years 7 and 8 Choirs, and numerous smaller ensembles for 
various combinations of instruments, including five different string quartets and chamber groups.  
 
Performance opportunities include termly large-scale concerts – at St George’s, in the Great Hall and The 
MacKinnon Theatre – in addition to the annual Carol and Charter Day services. Regular lunchtime and after-
school concerts allow pupils to perform solo and in small groups. 
 
Lesson information 
Lessons are taught by specialist Visiting Music Teachers (VMTs) and details of the agreement between 
Parents and VMTs can be found enclosed. 
 
From September 2019 fees (per half-hour lesson) will be £18.75 for an individual lesson and £12.25 for a 
shared lesson. Please note that shared lessons are only possible in some cases where two pupils are of a 
similar standard. 
 
Individual Theory of Music lessons and Aural tuition is available individually (cost is as specified above). 
Theory of Music tuition (Grades 1–8) is also available in groups during lunchtimes and before school, at no 
cost.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://tinyurl.com/Instrumentallessons


 

 
Timetabling 
The VMTs will make every effort to communicate lesson times to pupils. Lessons are normally underway 
by the second full week of the Autumn term. 
 
For pupils up to and including Year 10, instrumental lessons will take place during academic time and 
operate on a rotational basis to ensure that there is not any major discontinuity of learning in any one 
subject. For pupils in Year 11, the Lower Sixth and the Upper Sixth, lessons are generally timetabled outside 
class time or during free periods.  
 
Children in the Infant and Junior School, or parents of pupils in Reception to Year 5, are expected to note 
down their instrumental lesson times in their Planners. 
 
For pupils in the Senior School and Sixth Form, timetables are available on the Music noticeboards in the 
1532 Performing Arts Centre and, electronically, from the VMT or via SIMS Parent and SharePoint.  
 
Hiring instruments 
The School possesses a stock of instruments, so it is often possible to hire one at a rate of £35 per term. It 
is beneficial however, in the longer term, for the pupil to possess their own instrument. Prospective piano 
pupils do need to have a piano at home on which to practise! The Director of Music, the Music Coordinator 
for the Infants and Juniors, or members of the instrumental staff are very willing to give advice on what 
make of instrument to buy when the time comes.  
 
If a School instrument needs overhaul or repair, please bring this to the attention of the School in the first 
instance so that we may assess the work needed and then pass the instrument to our usual repairers. 
 
Storing instruments 

All pupils bringing musical instruments into BGS for lessons should store their instrument in one of 
two locations: 

 Smaller instruments, including violins and saxophones, should be stored in a music locker. 
Music lockers are assigned by the Performing Arts Administrators, Mrs Sale or Mrs Cowen 

 Larger instruments, such as cellos and guitars, should be stored in music practice room 5 
(MUP5). It is advisable for instruments to be clearly labelled with their owner’s name and in a 
suitable protective case; we also suggest that parents arrange for insurance cover for their 
child’s instrument in case of accidental damage. 

Applying for instrumental lessons 
Please click on the link above, or copy the link into your browser, and complete the application form by 
Friday 14 June – one please for each child who would like lessons, or one for each instrument your child 
wishes to take.  
 
Every effort will be made to accommodate your child’s choice. Should your child, however, not be able to 
secure this straight away due to the popularity of lessons, his or her name will be placed on a waiting list. 
 
We hope your son or daughter will take advantage of the many musical opportunities at BGS. Please 
contact Mrs Vicky Sale or Mrs Gill Cowen, Performing Arts Administrators, at 
<pacadmin@bgs.bristol.sch.uk> if you have any questions. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mr Dominic Franks                           
Director of Music    
 
Mrs Ciara Whitehead 
Music Coordinator – Infant and Junior School 

mailto:pacadmin@bgs.bristol.sch.uk


Parent-Teacher (VMT) Agreement 

The VMTs will contact parents to discuss requirements, provide an electronically signed copy of the Parent-
Teacher Agreement, and an invoice for a term of lessons in advance. School terms vary in length, however, 
are usually between 10- and 12-weeks long. 

The Parent-Teacher Agreement should be signed by the parent (electronic signatures are treated as hard 
copy signatures) and then returned to the VMT as soon as possible.  

The VMTs who come into School are not employed by BGS and work on a freelance basis: while we make 
arrangements on your behalf, the contract for music tuition is between you (the parents/carers) and the 
teacher concerned. Please note the following points: 

 Both parties sign the contract and the VMT returns a copy to the School for our records

 Timetables are issued to children at the beginning of each term (subject to occasional changes). These
are available electronically on SIMS Parent and Sharepoint, and a hard copy will be placed on the Music
noticeboards in the 1532 Performing Arts Centre and in the Junior School

 Both parties provide a telephone number and/or email to allow for communication between teacher
and parents

 Invoices are normally sent out by VMTs before the beginning of each term and these should be settled
according to the schedule specified in the Parent-Teacher Agreement. Payment is always due termly, in
advance of lessons starting

 VMTs aim to provide a timetable of lessons for each half term

 VMTs will make every effort to rearrange lessons missed due to school commitments out of the pupil’s
control, but this cannot be guaranteed and parents will remain liable for the cost of the lesson

 Parents are to flag with their VMT, with a minimum of two weeks’ notice, if there are any clashes that
occur too frequently with an academic lesson. The VMT will then attempt to reschedule the relevant
lesson if possible

 Notice requirements are set out within the contracts. If, at any time, you wish lessons to be
discontinued, you must give notice in writing to the VMT, providing a copy to the Performing Arts
Administrators, before the Half-term of the intended final term of lessons, for example, you must give
notice by Summer Half-term if you wish the lessons to cease with effect from the beginning of the
Autumn term. If this is not adhered to, the parents will be liable for a term’s fees, which will be paid in
lieu of notice

 The VMT undertakes to ensure that all parents are informed of any fee changes in sufficient time so
that parents have the option to discontinue lessons, giving the required period of notice.

Please contact Mrs Vicky Sale or Mrs Gill Cowen, Performing Arts Administrators, at 

<pacadmin@bgs.bristol.sch.uk> if you have any questions.  
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